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BRAND HIGHWAY 
Grievance 

MR G.A. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [9.21 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure.  Some of us in this house can remember when the Brand Highway was opened during the 1960s 
and the immediate impact that had on the central and mid-west coasts and midlands region of Western Australia.  
Those of us who have a sense of history also appreciate the impact that the Brand Highway and the Midlands 
Road had on towns like Moora, Watheroo, Marchagee, Coorow, Carnamah, Three Springs, Arrino and 
Mingenew.  Some of those names may not ring a bell these days but it was only 40 years ago.  Much has 
changed.   

In recent times an equally important development has emerged to service and enhance the same part of the 
world.  I am talking about Indian Ocean Drive.  There are documents going back about 10 years dealing with 
this.  The central coast regional strategy and the central coast tourism strategy are but two.  This government and 
preceding governments have documented substantial research on coastal roads between Perth and Geraldton that 
identifies and quantifies future needs across a range of private, public and government categories.  The 
completion of Indian Ocean Drive has widespread ramifications for the area between the outskirts of Perth’s 
northern spread and the greater City of Geraldton.  In fact, the completion of Indian Ocean Drive will bring a 
range of challenges up the coast as far as, dare I say, Exmouth.  The completion of Indian Ocean Drive involves 
66 kilometres of road between Lancelin and Cervantes, a stretch that was not funded in the 2005-06 Gallop 
government budget.   

An opposition member:  Sixty-eight kilometres. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  Thank you.  I will take that interjection. 

If completed as planned by the previous coalition government - which was not without fault - in 2001, the cost of 
building would have been approximately $33 million.  Since that time, the cost of completing the 68 kilometres 
of road has gone north.  Unfortunately, the road has not!  Today’s costs would be in the vicinity of $66 million 
or, perhaps, it might be $68 million - I wait for the interjection.  I challenge the Treasurer to drive his alleged V8 
economy along the road.  It would be a virtual trip!  I would offer to walk with the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure and the Treasurer to show them the way.  I am a good guide in these matters and have a good 
sense of direction.  If the minister and the Treasurer prefer to drive, they will find that they are unable to.  
However, the minister could ride a large horse - one with nostrils flaring; that might find its way through! 

I refer the minister to a document that involves her department, the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, 
and was co-authored with the Wheatbelt Development Commission, the Western Australian Planning 
Commission and the Central Coast Planning Coordinating Committee.  It is a significant and relevant treatise on 
planning requirements in the region.  The document was produced in 2003.  It is called “The Indian Ocean Drive 
Economic and Social Impact Study”.  The executive summary of the document suggests that Indian Ocean Drive 
is due to be completed by the end of 2005; that is, this year.  I know the minister’s thoroughness in research and 
preparedness and I expect that she will know the document extremely well.  Why is this road not completed?  It 
is not for the want of adequate need or lack of funds.  The Treasurer reminds us of that in this house every day.  
What is the determining factor that has pushed this extremely valuable infrastructure asset onto the backburner?  
What information is the minister waiting for?  What further evidence is needed?  Please explain. 

I read widely and I know that the minister does.  Sometimes I find myself in circumstances that dictate that my 
reading material is limited.  It was with considerable fascination that in February this year I read that the ALP 
had an election commitment to the effect that the $60 million Indian Ocean Drive would be built in two stages 
over four years commencing in 2007.  It was not a great read; it was a limp carrot on offer.  Why 2007?  Why 
have two stages?  What are the two stages?  The completion of the road will generate approximately $70 million 
in business opportunities and create up to 1 000 new employment opportunities in the next few years.  
Additionally, and just as importantly, the completion of the road will create a far safer travelling environment.  
The completion of Indian Ocean Drive will remove approximately 40 per cent of the traffic from the Brand 
Highway.  As the minister has already acknowledged by recent action, the Brand Highway has a high use by 
tourists and is a big business route.  However, it is increasingly a heavy haulage precinct.  The minister’s 
government must put a road infrastructure plan together for the coastal and neighbouring regions between Perth 
and Geraldton that acknowledges not only the competing road users but also the social and economic benefits 
that will flow immediately from the government taking action.  Delaying the process disadvantages everybody.  
The minister may say that she has a plan and that she has made commitments.  However, a few passing lanes do 
not represent a plan.  They are bandaids when major surgery is needed.   
This is not just about building a road.  This is about building communities and providing opportunities.  It is 
about developing regional Western Australia and providing services.  Among those services are small and large 
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businesses and major government agencies and local governments that need to plan their futures, which, 
undeniably, will be quite considerable in the mid-west coastal region.  We need to have planning that provides 
for the considerable increase in population that is occurring in that area.  It would not be sensational to suggest 
that this strip of Australian coast will become one of the hottest properties in Western Australia.  The plan starts 
with the building of the remaining section of Indian Ocean Drive.  The minister’s government has the potential 
to show real leadership on this issue by starting construction now and rewarding all Western Australians with 
first-class infrastructure and planning, or it can simply put the card that represents Indian Ocean Drive back in 
the pack ready for the next game of ALP election poker. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.28 am]:  Groundhog 
day!   
I understand that every member will advocate on behalf of infrastructure, including Mr Speaker, who is one of 
the greatest pests in this regard, I must say.  Every member will advocate for roads in his or her area.  Invariably, 
every member will say that the construction of a road in his or her area will transform the wealth of the state and 
the vitality of the community.  There is no doubt that every member sincerely believes that, whether it is the 
Outback Highway, the Albany link road, the Karratha to Tom Price road, the Tanami Road or Gubinge Road; the 
arguments are always the same.  I accept that.   
My job, and our job as a government, is slightly different from the job of an opposition member or a local 
member.  Our job has to go beyond advocacy and to the prioritisation of competing needs across the entire 
infrastructure portfolio, particularly transport.  We have made numerous decisions to assist the economy of the 
mid-west in a very dramatic way.  I once again point out that the suite of projects that we undertook in our first 
four years in office in the mid-west has absolutely transformed that economy.  Firstly, I refer to the Mt Magnet-
Leinster Road, costing $46 million I believe; secondly, the Geraldton port enhancement, a project of some 
$108 million; and thirdly, the southern transport corridor, a project of some $88 million.  All of these projects, 
along with the $15 million for the foreshore development, have completely transformed the mid-west economy 
and opened up that area.   

We have had to make decisions about where strategically we can best place the scarce dollars that will enable us 
to deliver benefit to the community.  We do not need any more persuasion about the eventual need for the 
Lancelin-Cervantes Road.  If there were unlimited sums of money, indeed we would build it tomorrow; we have 
always said that.  We have to work through our budgets and make sure that we can accommodate all of the 
diverse needs across the state.   

When the National Party was at the helm this was not the case.  It was spend, spend, spend; there was a road-
building bonanza.  Not all of the projects were terribly sensible; for example, duplicating the Narrows Bridge 
instead of putting in place a rail project that would have actually dealt with the causes rather than just the 
symptoms.   

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The prioritisation was wrong and they did not do one single thing to make the city 
less car dependent.  Everything the previous government did went in the other direction. 
Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I would rather address my remarks on the grievance to the member for Greenough 
than Mighty Mouse.   

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The member for Darling Range is pathetic.  He does not have the guts to get up and 
ask one question in Parliament.  As a transport spokesperson he has vanished.  He has gone into his little hole, 
but he peeps his little head out - 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  Herein lies the problem with interjections and responding to interjections: the minister 
ends up not addressing the grievance, when the member for Greenough is keen to hear the response.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will put out a piece of cheese for the member for Darling Range.   

There was a road building frenzy.  The previous government had five out of eight deficit budgets.  Therefore, 
there was real pressure in cabinet from the Nationals about the problems with the deficit.  Eric Charlton came up 
with a great idea; he said, “I’ll sell the rail and we’ll deal with the debt problem.  We’ll get a billion dollars from 
the sale of the rail and we’ll deal with the problems of debt so that I can keep building roads.”  We know what 
happened.  It was a travesty that indeed only some $450 million was got for a billion dollars worth of assets.  Far 
from going into any expansionary phase, this privatised rail network has contracted.  The pressure that has been 
placed on roads, including the pressure that the member reports on Brand Highway - I acknowledge that there is 
a very real problem on Brand Highway - is there because the privatised rail network is not out there competing 
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and we have a regime where we do not have proper balance between the inherent subsidies paid to the road 
transport industry.  In fact, many products that should be moved by ship for the benefit of the community 
generally are now moved on road.  I point in particular to the rock oil, which I am very concerned about, that 
will now be moving down the Brand Highway on road trains.   

Point of Order 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  This grievance is about the need for a road to be built between Lancelin and Cervantes.  The 
minister is making comments on a range of other subjects.  Members would like to know the timetable for the 
construction of this road and the minister has only 29 seconds remaining.   

The SPEAKER:  That may be the member’s view.  It is clearly not everyone’s point of view.  The member for 
Greenough led the grievance.   

Debate Resumed 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is time the member for Darling Range did some work and put up his own 
grievance or asked his own question.  He is the laziest shadow spokesperson on transport I have known.  He 
certainly does not match the performance of my friend KHT or my performance in that role.   
Brand Highway is extremely important.  As the member pointed out, it is the pressure on Brand Highway that is 
one of the reasons that we need to construct this road.   
 


